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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEHRAN 9812 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, ETRD, IR 

SUB J : REPORTED INCREASE IN SOVIET TRANSIT 
CHARGES FOR IRANIAN EXPORTS 

1 . AP DISPATCH FILED FROM TEHRAN OCTOBER 15 REPORTED 
THAT SOVIET UNION HAS UNILATERALLY INCREASED ITS TRANSIT 
CHARGES FOR IRANIAN GOODS PASSING THROUGH USSR TO EUROPE. 
REPORT SAYS THAT TRANSIT TARIFFS INCREASED FROM DOLLARS 
U.S. 27.50 PER TON TO 65.70 PER TON. GOI MINISTRY OF 
COMMERCE OFFICIALS HERE SAID THAT IRAN'S 170.000 TONS 

OF DRIED FRUIT EXPORTS TO EUROPE WOULD BE PARTICULARLY 
AFFECTED. REPORT ASSERTED THAT SOVIET ACTION WAS 
THOUGHT TO BE "IN RETALIATION" FOR INCREASE IN PRICE 
OF IRANIAN GAS SUPPLIED TO THE USSR. 

2. COMMENT: OFFICIALS IN GOI MINISTRY OF COMMERCE 
REPORT THAT SOVIET UNION HAS DEMANDED INCREASED TRANSIT 
PAYMENTS FROM IRAN AND THAT SUCH PAYMENTS WILL PROBABLY 
GO INTO FORCE FOLLOWING EXPIRATION OF IRAN-USSR 

TRANSIT AGREEMENT IN OCTOBER 1977. APPARENTLY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 TEHRAN 09812 070742Z 

SOVIET UNION HAS MULTIPLE TRANSIT CHARGES WITH 
DIFFERENT RATES FOR DIFFERENT GOODS. ACCORDING 
TO MINISTRY OFFICIALS, MAJORITY OF IRANIAN EXPORTS 
FALL IN THOSE CATEGORIES WHICH PAY HIGHER RATES. 

3. USSR WOULD PROBABLY DENY THAT THERE IS 
CONNECTION BETWEEN INCREASED SOVIET TRANSIT TARIFF 
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AND LIKELIHOOD OF PRICE INCREASE IN IRANIAN GAS 
SUPPLIED TO THE USSR. ALTHOUGH IRAN IS SEEKING A 
HIGHER PRICE FOR ITS GAS SHIPMENTS TO USSR. AND 
DOUBTLESS WILL GET AN INCREASE, FACT REMAINS THAT 
GAS PRICE MUST BE NEGOTIATED WITH SOVIETS. IRAN 
SUPPLIES IN EXCESS OF 300 BILLION CUBIC FEET TO 
SOVIET UNION ANNUALLY, NOT REPEAT NOT 30 BILLION 
REPORTED BY AP DISPATCH. 

4. EMBASSY WILL REPORT VIA SEPTEL AVAILABLE 
INFORMATON ON GAS PRICE NEGOTIATIONS. 

SULLIVAN 
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